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Press release, September, 2009


Australian citizens support cuts of more than 25% in global talks with 38 countries
[YOUR NAME] just got back from the Australian event in a global climate change consultation where randomly-selected citizens from all corners of the world met to express their views on climate change and how a future climate deal should be shaped. This event is being held in the lead up to the Copenhagen Climate Talks to be held in December, to give ordinary citizens a voice. World Wide Views on Global Warming was the world’s first global citizen democracy project and was run in Australia by the University of Technology, Sydney.
A group of 100 Australians were selected completely at random and brought to Sydney from all States and territories – as far afield as Humpty Doo, Broome, Launceston, Cairns and Kapunda. On Friday the 25th and Saturday 26th September 2009 they met to deliberate on key questions that will be addressed at the global climate talks later this year and make recommendations for Australia’s climate negotiators. The results are an Australian citizen perspective on what position Australia should take at the global climate talks in Copenhagen.    

In the Australian group an overwhelming majority (92%) think that a global climate deal is urgent and should be made at COP15 in December 2009. If it happens, 94% believe Australian politicians should give high priority to joining it.  

Of our group 74 % say the price of fossil fuels should be increased to deal with climate change.  They also want a legally binding global agreement.
Their top recommendation was that “Australia should Act now to limit warming below 2 degrees C through a legally binding global agreement. Develop new technology in an ethical and accountable process. The need for leadership, education and technical advances is paramount.”

A full 99% said there should be reduction targets for Annex 1 countries for the short term and 89% said they should be 25% or higher, significantly more than what many countries have on the table. Two-thirds believe countries that do not meet their commitments under a new climate deal be subjected to “severe” or “significant” punishment.
During the same time period, over 4,000 citizens in 38 countries around the world deliberated on the same specific questions, using the same process and same information material. In countries as diverse as Canada, China, Uganda, Indonesia, and Chile, citizens with different backgrounds and in all ages discussed how politicians should handle global warming.  Citizens answered and results from all countries were fed live to the web. 

Global citizen consultation

Results from World Wide Views are being delivered directly to Australian politicians and leaders right around the world, who this December will be making decisions with far-reaching consequences for the future of the planet. 
AUSTRALIA’S RESULTS: http://www.wwviews.org.au/results 
ALL GLOBAL RESULTS:  www.wwviews.org
CONTACT DETAILS OF A PARTICIPANT FROM YOUR LOCAL AREA AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT: 

YOUR NAME [YOUR PHONE NUMBER]
MORE INFO CONTACT REBECCA SHORT 0415 156 409 or Rebecca.short@isf.uts.edu.au 
Download photos from all over the world: http://teknologiraad.surfoffice.eu/1/307
Password on request

Editors Notes:

World Wide Views on Global Warming is a global citizen consultation initiated by the Danish Board of

Technology in consequence of the UN Climate Conference in Copenhagen, December 2009. The project was held during 24 hours in 38 countries, with nearly 4,500 citizens worldwide participating, including 100 Australian citizens. Participating citizens are randomly selected and have no special qualifications to answer the questions. Citizens are chosen with reference to each national demographic composition regarding age, gender, education, income and ethnicity. 
University of Technology Sydney is the WWViews Australian partner for WWViews International and the major sponsor of the Australian event. The University of Technology Sydney is internationally recognised as delivering research which is at the cutting edge of creativity and technology. This event is providing social research linked to policy on an issue that is recognised as critical by a majority of Australians. UTS thanks PricewaterhouseCoopers, NAB, WWF and the Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment for their generous support of the Event.

The Danish Board of Technology is an independent advisory organisation financed by the Danish

Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation. The Danish Board of Technology was brought into being in

order to disseminate knowledge about technology, its possibilities and effects on people, on society and on

the environment. The Danish Board of Technology is experienced within citizen consultations and has held

citizen meetings in Denmark concerning subjects such as The Future Health Care systems (2008), Smoking

policy (2005) and the establishment of national parks (2005).
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