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Date 2009

Politician’s name 

Title 

Address

Dear politician’s name and title,
RE:  World Wide Views on Global Warming
I am writing to let you know that I recently attended an international climate event in Sydney, which was held to pass on ordinary citizen’s views to their political representatives. 

World Wide Views on Global Warming (WWViews) was the first-ever, global citizen dialogue process. The event gave ordinary Australians and other people around the world like me a voice at the UN Climate Change Conference held in Copenhagen in December 2009 (COP15). 

The event was held on the 25th and 26th September 2009 and took place simultaneously in 38 countries, with roughly 4,400 global citizens participating. I was one of 105 randomly selected Australians who attended the Australian event. This dialogue helped me learn more about climate change, to discuss my views with other participants and to hear their opinions before voting on twelve questions, along with over 4,000 others around the world.

The project was endorsed by the Minister for Climate Change Penny Wong, who provided a video address for the event.  Australia’s Climate Ambassador, Louise Hand, spoke in person at the event. Some of the voting results were:

· 92% think that a global climate deal is urgent and should be made at COP15 in December 2009. 
· If it happens, 94% believe the Australian Government should give high priority to joining it.
· 85% want to limit temperature increases to 2°C or lower.
· A full 99% said there should be reduction targets for greenhouse gas emissions for Annex 1 (developed) countries in the short term (2020). 

· 89% said the reduction targets should be 25% or higher.
The recommendation written and voted for by the Australian participants is: 

“Commit confidently at COP15: Act now to limit warming below 2°C through a legally binding global agreement. Develop new technology in an ethical and accountable process. The need for leadership, education and technical advances is paramount.”
WWViews was aired on national prime time TV news on Sunday, 27 September and has had newspaper and radio coverage. The full results and recommendations from the Australian event are available on the website www.wwviews.org.au and there are links from here to the international results. 
I am keen to learn more about the political response to climate change. I would like to ask you what is being done in the electorate and the parliament on this issue? And I request that you consider the views of this randomly-selected group in parliament, and would like to hear whether you can take our recommendations into account in your role.

Thank you very much for your time in reading this letter and answering my questions. I look forward to your response about how this electorate is reducing emissions and preparing for the future impacts of climate change.

Yours sincerely,
Your Name
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Your Name


Your Address


State and Postcode


Your phone number


Your email








Website: http://wwviews.org.au  
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